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DESCRIPTION 
In The Persian Expedition (also known as 
The March of the Ten Thousand and 
Anabasis), Xenophon, a disciple of 
Socrates, relates his experiences of 
fighting with the Greek mercenary army 
‘The Ten Thousand’ in Persia, and how he 
led them back to the safety of the Black 
Sea coast. Seeking to depose his brother 
Artaxerxes and take his place upon the 
Persian throne, Cyrus the Younger leads 
the 10,000 mercenaries on a dangerous 
campaign deep into the heart of Persia. 
There Cyrus is killed and his generals 
overthrown, leaving a young Xenophon to 
lead the army on its treacherous journey 
home. Snowy mountains, wide rivers, 
violent blizzards and hostile tribes 
obstruct their way, testing Xenophon’s 
leadership and his soldiers’ perseverance 
to the extreme. 
 

SALES AND MARKETING POINTS 
• David Timson is accustomed to the 
epics. His recordings of Gibbon’s The 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
and Herodotus’ Histories achieved critical 
acclaim. His mellifluous and authoritative 
tone does full justice to the ballast of 
Xenophon’s work. 
 
• Essential listening for anyone interested 
in the ancient world. 
 
• Often a set text for Classics students. 
 
• Referenced in novels by Jules Verne, 
Jaroslav Hašek, Sol Yurick and Iris 
Murdoch. 
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