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1  An Introduction… 3:26
2  Farewell the Trumpets… 4:39
3  2. My people… 5:56
4  3. The origins… 4:15
5  4. They were uniquely… 5:30
6  5. There were few... 5:13
7  6. Still the public... 4:26
8  Chapter 2: An Explorer in Difficulties 7:20
9  2. Britain’s was not... 7:04
10  3. The day after... 6:29
11  4. This engaging... 6:43
12  5. The British also... 6:39
13  Chapter 3: Following the Flags 1:17
14  2. There was hardly... 4:17
15  3. There was no escaping it... 3:00
16  4. And if to the public... 2:47
17  Languages especially... 1:27
18  5. Behind this... 4:29
19  For by now... 5:51
20  6. Yet if there was... 5:08
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21  7. It was too late anyway 7:34
22  8. Chamberlain never... 0:52
23  Chapter 4: The Life We Always Lead 3:05
24  2. The British and the Boers... 5:49
25  3. On the face of it... 5:17
26  4. As Buller sailed... 5:28
27  5. Let us peer... 6:31
28  6. For a very different battlefield... 5:48
29  7. Two British failures... 4:12
30  8. For the saddest... 5:15
31  9. ‘Say, colonel,’... 4:42
32  10. It was a war of striking... 4:47
33  11. It was a bitter war... 2:27
34  For though the propagandists... 3:22
35  12. The Queen died... 5:17
36  Chapter 5: The Wearying Titan 1:54
37  2. The scale of the Empire... 3:10
38  3. The spectacle... 4:41
39  4. For the first time... 7:33
40  5. Even more significantly... 6:44
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41  6. There were also... 4:11
42  7. These were no more... 3:28
43  Chapter 6: Two Grandees 2:46
44  2. To understand... 5:17
45  At home Curzon... 4:07
46  This was the romantic view... 4:58
47  3. Curzon responded... 6:44
48  4. Out of his time... 2:14
49  5. Our second grandee... 3:21
50  6. But Milner was... 5:23
51  If reason led Milner to war... 4:05
52  7. They were not contended... 3:03
53  8. Yet it would be wrong... 3:17
54  9. Two late grandees... 2:11
55  Chapter 7: A Late Aggression 1:24
56  2. For generations... 7:08
57  3. He chose as his... 5:16
58  4. The first part of the plan... 4:51
59  5. Tibet had been invaded... 2:45
60  6. In fact it progressed slowly... 2:39
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61  7. The barricade was nothing... 5:30
62  8. To Lord Curzon... 3:13
63  9. ‘I question,’... 7:51
64  10. Younghusband had not... 6:11
65  Chapter 8: On Power 4:31
66  2. Far in the east... 2:56
67  3. The great men of Hong Kong... 3:32
68  4. There was a caravanserai feeling... 3:17
69  5. Far away, and even more explicit... 4:31
70  6. It all looked down to the Fleet... 3:03
71  7. Such, many times multiplied... 1:41
72  At the same time... 1:04
73  8. They were just in time... 0:59
74  Chapter 9: The First War 4:33
75  2. The Bugles of England... 5:52
76  3. The Turkish possession... 5:42
77  4. The British field commander... 5:22
78  5. Yet before another six months... 6:50
79  The siege itself... 6:08
80  6. London took over... 4:30
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81  7. They were devious... 6:21
82  It had been agreed... 6:35
83  8. But of the three... 3:03
84  9. The Navy itself... 4:05
85  When the Turkish gunners... 4:36
86  10. Fisher resigned... 4:36
87  It was before he embarked... 3:57
88  11. It was to be... 5:03
89  But it was Magersfontein again... 3:42
90  12. The Gallipoli campaign... 4:06
91  13. In hideous attack... 6:08
92  14. General Hamilton... 3:46
93  The British public... 4:40
94  15. Many imperial instincts... 7:44
96  Part 2: The Purpose Falters 1918–1939 6:44
96  2. The British Empire had more... 3:58
97  3. But it was only a spasm... 5:44
98  4. The peace treaty was signed... 5:05
99  5. In September 1922... 4:56

 100  6. Though the Empire... 4:42
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 101  Chapter 11: A First and a Last Blow 5:59

 102  2. She was a collier... 4:16

 103  3. There was nothing haphazard to it... 6:31

 104  Across the water... 3:10

 105  4. This was the inflammatory... 4:00

 106  5. In the south... 5:27

 107  6. Two remarkable... 6:21

 108  The setting was lovely... 4:15

 109  7. Few of them expected... 6:01

 110  8. The significance of the Easter Rising... 4:51

 111  9. Irish men and Irish women... 7:30

 112  10. During the fighting... 5:23

 113  11. The Ulster Volunteer Force... 3:01

 114  Chapter 12: The Anglo-Arabs 1:08

 115  2. For centuries... 4:01

 116  3. Their chosen vessels... 4:23

 117  In fact they did not... 4:08

 118  4. For it was to prove... 6:48

 119  5. When Allenby resumed... 4:44

 120  6. Among those most deeply affected... 3:53
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 121  None of the new territories... 1:08

 122  7. This was a little forlorn... 4:19

 123  8. Among and around... 4:51

 124  9. For a couple of decades... 3:41

 125  10. We will take a journey... 4:21

 126  By the evening... 4:53

 127  11. They are sad scenes... 6:16

 128  Chapter 13: A Muddled Progress 6:57

 129  2. This was the tragedy of Amritsar... 7:07

 130  3. We last saw Gandhi... 4:07

 131  He was an Anglophile... 4:05

 132  4. Gandhi recognised... 7:37

 133  5. The course of events... 3:21

 134  6. It was not enough for Gandhi... 4:44

 135  Dandi was the simplest possible place... 4:13

 136  7. Again he was not there long... 6:00

 137  The agreement they reached... 2:30

 138  8. Later in the year... 2:34

 139  9. The longer the British stalled... 4:30

 140  On one level of thought... 4:21
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 141  Chapter 14: Sweet, Just, Boyish Masters 1:36

 142  2. The most lavish exercise... 7:19

 143  3. It was difficult to remember... 7:32

 144  4. In the field... 4:25

 145  5. India was lost anyway... 4:44

 146  Furse had got a third at Oxford... 3:41

 147  6. The imperialists were undismayed... 4:49

 148  7. They never gave up... 5:45

 149  8. Still the Empire proceeded... 4:13

 150  Perhaps the last true expression... 3:50

 151  Chapter 15: Britishness 1:51

 152  2. To most Britons at home... 6:50

 153  3. By now the greatest cities... 7:30

 154  More insidious still... 2:01

 155  4. Britishness had mutated... 4:11

 156  Like most gold-rush towns... 5:21

 157  5. So the Dominions diverged... 6:19

 158  6. No wonder King George V... 5:03

 159  7. New realities... 5:08

 160  8. It soon began to happen... 1:35
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 161  Chapter 16: On Technique 5:00

 162  It was Lord Thompson... 6:16

 163  2. The R101 had hit a low hill... 4:24

 164  This then was the truth... 4:10

 165  3. By and large... 5:42

 166  4. The greatest bridge... 5:07

 167  5. Dams were another... 3:31

 168  The Aswan Dam... 4:52

 169  6. These were traditional concerns... 6:28

 170  7. As to the air... 3:33

 171  All this was a far cry... 7:15

 172  8. It did not come naturally... 3:40

 173  Chapter 17: Art Forms 2:04

 174  2. Between the wars... 4:11

 175  3. There was an imperial folklore... 4:38

 176  British film-makers... 3:43

 177  4. Some of the Imperial settlements... 5:30

 178  Bombay was a picture... 5:13

 179  5. The institutional art... 5:10

 180  The setting was solemn... 5:51
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 181  It was bigger than Versailles... 7:07

 182  6. But epic, never quite... 0:49

 183  Chapter 18: Stylists 1:13

 184  2. In Kenya was Lord Delamere... 7:25

 185  3. They were a small community... 4:53

 186  4. In London was Frederick John Dealtry Lugard... 5:34

 187  It was as a kind of prefect... 4:07

 188  5. In Cyprus there was Ronald Storrs... 6:11

 189  It was not that the British were unpopular... 4:59

 190  6. In South Africa was Jan Christian Smuts... 7:34

 191  7. There were others, of course... 3:19

 192  Chapter 19: Memsahibs and Others 6:08

 193  2. Yet out of the generalisations... 5:12

 194  3. Several great women travellers... 6:07

 195  4. And most remarkable of all was Gertrude Bell... 5:31

 196  Chapter 20: Adventurers 4:55

 197  2. Some Englishmen still went to be pioneers... 7:32

 198  3. This was an adventure of an organic kind... 5:50

 199  At another extreme... 4:19

 200  For self-doubt... 5:06
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 201  4. The most emblematic adventure... 5:37

 202  There they sprawl now... 4:23

 203  5. So long as the Raj lasted in India... 4:44

 204  Part 3: Farewell the Trumpets 1939–1965 2:42

 205  2. This time it was unmistakeably an imperial war... 5:49

 206  But the British... 4:59

 207  3. Without her equivocal allies... 5:08

 208  4. It was in this crowded... 3:59

 209  Here was a return to form... 4:46

 210  5. The Middle East never did fall... 5:14

 211  Yet the Maltese... 4:37

 212  6. Most thrilling of all... 5:28

 213  7. No such inspiriting epic... 5:27

 214  The Australians and New Zealanders... 6:31

 215  8. It was not all dishonour... 3:36

 216  9. The next edition... 7:46

 217  10. One by one, as the war progressed... 3:36

 218  The full meaning of the last war... 3:30

 219  Chapter 22: The Heirs Assemble 1:56

 220  2. The Americans viewed... 5:09
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 221  In the Far East... 5:32

 222  3. A more baleful view of the Empire... 7:21

 223  4. Anyway, the groundswell of discontent... 6:42

 224  5. The blindest observers... 4:22

 225  Chapter 23: 1947 1:53

 226  2. Since the constitution of 1935... 5:05

 227  3. Many of the British... 7:47

 228  4. The knot was worse than the Gordian... 5:06

 229  5. Presently he was sacked... 5:46

 230  Mountbatten’s relations with the three leaders... 6:04

 231  6. ‘Plan Balkan’... 7:36

 232  7. ‘The wheels of fate’... 3:32

 233  Every week... 3:23

 234  Chapter 24: The Last Rally 6:16

 235  2. They rationalised the Commonwealth... 5:50

 236  The Indians had decided... 3:36

 237  3. But we must narrow our focus... 6:44

 238  Money was poured into the estate... 6:48

 239  4. It never happened of course... 6:52

 240  Chapter 25: The Last Retreat 1:43
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 241  2. It was in Palestine... 4:45

 242  But by 1947... 3:53

 243  3. Palestine was a declaration... 7:17

 244  4. Far more often though... 2:54

 245  5. One by one they went... 6:26

 246  6. Sometimes sceptically... 6:53

 247  But just or no... 5:11

 248  Port Said had never been beautiful... 3:43

 249  Chapter 26: On the Beach 3:01

 250  2. Let us end the story gently... 2:00

 251  3. Muscat was one such place... 4:27

 252  It was a lovely house... 3:48

 253  4. Mauritius was another relic... 7:48

 254  5. Far, far away... 5:02

 255  The climate was awful... 4:41

 256  6. Across the old Empire... 3:12

 257  7. But the passion was spent... 0:47

 258  Chapter 27: Younghusband had not...  5:40

 259  2. Of all the charges of Empire... 4:11

 260  Soon the old colonial empire... 4:32
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 261  3. Churchill died, and it died with him... 7:34

 262  4. But most of them... 5:28

 263  5. The end of it was not surprising... 3:19

 264  Envoi 5:17

  Total Time: 20:56:07
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Recording the Classics: from Ancient to Modern

Naxos AudioBooks established its reputation as the leading label for classics on 
audiobook with a series of award-winning recordings, both abridged and unabridged. 
The novels of Charles Dickens read by Anton Lesser, Sean Barrett and David Timson 
present full Technicolor characterisation; Jane Austen is elegantly and memorably 
served by Juliet Stevenson and Emilia Fox; Jim Norton’s readings of the novels of James 
Joyce, especially Ulysses, are milestones in audiobook history.
 But Naxos AudioBooks has also embarked vigorously on contemporary literature. 
The major novels of the Japanese writer Haruki Murakami now appear on the label – 
among them Kafka on the Shore, The Wind-up Bird Chronicle and A Wild Sheep Chase – 
and have won plaudits and awards. Cormac McCarthy’s bleak and powerful novels The 
Road, Blood Meridian and No Country for Old Men are read by Rupert Degas, Robert G. 
Slade and Sean Barrett in intense and atmospheric recordings; the 2007 Booker Prize-
winner The Gathering by Anne Enright was recorded unabridged in the presence of the 
writer by the charismatic Fiona Shaw; and Rose Tremain’s engaging novels The Road 
Home, Music and Silence and Restoration have been brought to life by Juliet Stevenson, 
Michael Praed (with Clare Wille and Alison Dowling) and Rupert Degas.
 Alongside the library of classic fiction, Naxos AudioBooks publishes a range of non-
fiction classics and new texts covering a broad number of subjects. There are histories 
of the arts – music, theatre, literature and more – as well as general histories and 
biographies.
 The list of non-fiction classics includes shortened versions of Gibbon’s magisterial 
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vasari’s Lives of the Artists and Jan Morris’s 
Venice. Among the texts written for Naxos AudioBooks are The History of English 
Poetry, Confucius – In a Nutshell, The French Revolution – In a Nutshell, the Opera 
Explained series, and biographies of composers.
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Jan Morris was born in 1926 of a Welsh father and an English 
mother, and educated at Lancing and Christ Church, Oxford. After 
military service during World War Two (which first took her to Venice) 
she spent ten years as a foreign correspondent for the Times and the 
Guardian, before becoming a full-time writer in the 1960s. Since then 
she has written some 40 books of history, travel, biography and fiction. 
She lives at the top left corner of Wales. 

Roy McMillan is a director, writer, actor and abridger. For Naxos 
AudioBooks he has read The Body Snatcher and Other Stories, Bulldog 
Drummond, The French Revolution – In a Nutshell, Cathedrals  – In a 
Nutshell and the introductions to works by Nietzsche and the Ancient 
Greeks. He has directed readings of Hardy, Hopkins, Kipling, Milton and 
Blake; Austen, Murakami, Conrad and Bulgakov, among many others; 
and has written podcasts and sleevenotes, as well as biographies of 
Milton and Poe. He has also directed plays for BBC Radio 3 and 4.

Credits

Copyright © Jan Morris 2011
Recorded at Motivation Sound Studios, London
Produced by Roy McMillan
Edited and mastered by Chris Goldsmith

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. UNAUTHORISED PUBLIC PERFORMANCE, BROADCASTING AND 
COPYING OF THESE COMPACT DISCS PROHIBITED.

Cover Image: Winston Churchill, photographed by Ziko van Dijk
Booklet and cover design: Hannah Whale, Fruition – Creative Concepts



181818

For a complete catalogue and details of how to order other 
Naxos AudioBooks titles please contact:

In the UK: Naxos AudioBooks, Select Music & Video Distribution,
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1810 Columbia Ave., Suite 28, Franklin, TN37064.

Tel: +1 615 771 9393

In Australia: Select Audio/Visual Distribution Pty. Ltd., 
PO Box 691, Brookvale, NSW 2100.
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The Pax Britannica trilogy is Jan Morris’s masterly telling of the British Empire 
from the accession of Queen Victoria to the death of Winston Churchill. It is a 
towering achievement: informative, accessible, entertaining and written with all 
her usual bravura. 
 This final volume charts the decline and dissolution of what was once the 
largest empire the world had known. From the first signs of decay in the imperial 
ambition in the Boer Wars, through the global shifts in power evident in the two 
World Wars, it offers a perspective that is honest, evocative and occasionally 
elegiac.

Jan Morris is a leading historian and travel writer. She has spent 
ten years working as a foreign correspondent and has written 
some 40 books of history, travel, biography and fiction, including  
Venice.

Roy McMillan is a director, writer, actor and abridger. For Naxos 
AudioBooks he has directed many readings, written podcasts and 
sleevenotes, and read titles such as The Body Snatcher and Other 
Stories, Bulldog Drummond and The French Revolution – In a Nutshell.
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