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Germinal is one of the most striking novels in the French tradition. Widely
regarded as Zola's masterpiece, the novel describes the working conditions _ .
of French coalminers in the 1860s in harsh and realistic terms — it is visceral, crassics -

GERMINAL

EMILE ZOLA

graphic and unrelenting. Its strong socialist principles and vivid accounts
of the miners’ strikes meant that the novel became a key symbol in the
workers’ fight against oppression, with chants of ‘Germinal! Germinal!’
resonating high above the author’s funeral.

Leighton Pugh trained at LAMDA, after studying Modern
Languages at Queen’s College, Oxford. Radio work includes the
plays Murder by the Book and Scenes from Provincial Life for BBC
Radio 4 and the voice of Heinrich von Kleist in the BBC Radio 3

2010 to 2011 Leighton was in four productions at the National

Theatre, including The Habit of Art and A Woman Killed with  View our catalogue online at
Kindness. For Naxos AudioBooks he has recorded The Diary of n-ab.com/cat
Samuel Pepys, unabridged.
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Part 1: Chapter 1 10:48 This time it was true, for Etienne...

Now Etienne could survey the entire country.  13:17 She hurried back to Montsou...

Chapter 2 9:03 Part 3: Chapter 1

He was pulling on his trousers when an idea... 13:08 Every evening towards nine, as the bar...
Chapter 3 8:56 Chapter 2

[e] The group entered and headed straight. .. 10:52 On the road they had to call in...

They all remained calm. 11:35 In the evenings following feast-days. ..
Chapter 4 8:12 Chapter 3

o] It was certainly not an easy passage. .. 10:01 Every evening now, at the Maheus'...
There was silence. 9:33 At first la Maheude refused to listen...
Chapter 5 13:07 Chapter 4

Life underground rumbled on... 12:07 Almost at the same time, Maheu walked in.
Chapter 6 10:17 Dazed and confused, Maheu found himself...
The bar was situated between the village. . 1311 Chapter 5

Part 2: Chapter 1 13:17 There was a deep silence.

And in all other regards, happiness rained... 1219 At that point the engineer Négrel...
Chapter 2 14:09 Part 4: Chapter 1

Now her only hope was the bourgeois... 12:31 Two years had passed by.

Chapter 3 13:23 The mirth was unbounded when Négrel...
As la Maheude returned, she ran into... 13:14 Chapter 2

La Levaque and la Pierronne... 4:24 A confused discussion followed.

Chapter 4 9:49 Chapter 3

So Maheu and his wife were alone. 12:36 But at that moment the door opened...
Chapter 5 11:08 Chapter 4
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Etienne blushed in his turn.

Widow Désir proposed that they should ...
There was deep silence.

Chapter 5

The interview took place on Tuesday morning...
She reopened the door after the young man...

Chapter 6
Beneath the ruined steeple the old shaft...
La Mouquette, seated on a beam...

Through the whole countryside, by the roads...

Chapter 7

Then Etienne trotted out his favourite subject...

The crowd listened open-mouthed. ..

Part 5: Chapter 1

Deneulin had fire in his eyes, and his fist...
Chapter 2

He dressed her, slipped on the shirt easily...
At the thirty-second ladder, as they passed...

Chapter 3

Then, when this idea of the ladders...
Chapter 4

This time it was a march of a good five...
Chapter 5

Now he was carried away by rage...

At this moment the sun was setting...
Chapter 6

Madame Hennebeau and the young ladies...
Meanwhile Maigrat, who had left the hall...
Part 6: Chapter 1

So Etienne remained for hours stretched out...

But on the following night Etienne...
Chapter 2
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Pierron, indeed, was furiously defending...
He shuddered as he entered...

Chapter 3

But no one had time to notice this emotion...
Chapter 4

He persisted in this reply. For three days...
Up to five o'clock he watched for the Borains.
Chapter 5

But a tremor ran through the crowd...

[t was La Brulé who set to first.

Part 7: Chapter 1

On the afternoon of the fifth day...

What could he do? Strangle la Pierronne...?
Chapter 2

Nine o’clock struck at the Montsou church...
At the same hour Etienne, who was not...
Chapter 3

Almost at the same moment as Mouque...
Négrel resigned himself to pulling...

At two o’clock nothing had moved.
Chapter 4

It was the third day.

On the ninth day, at the breakfast hour...
Uneasy, and with stomachs turned...
Chapter 5

Rock-falls echoed around them at all times.
A noise aroused Etienne and Catherine. ..
The hours followed one another...

They took some small comfort in the fact...
Chapter 6

When Etienne saw her, a pitiful sight...

And filled with that hope, Etienne slackened...
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