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Sensual, macabre, joyous and liberating, The Flowers of Evil, or Les Fleurs du 
Mal, is a beautifully debauched reflection on dreams, sin, life and death. With 
subjects ranging from travel to drugs, sex to faith, sleep to contemplation, 
Baudelaire finds new beauty in the most sinister and corrupt of situations. His 
morbid and nightmarish Romanticism was completely unique: cynical and bleak, 
but also inspiring, lifted by magnificent imagery and melodious language. The 
book was highly controversial upon its release and Napoleon III’s government 
prosecuted Baudelaire for ‘an insult to public decency’; six of the poems were 
banned until as recently as 1949.

1  1-1  The Flowers of Evil 3:03
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6  1-6  5. ‘I love the thought…’ 2:27
7  1-7  6. The Beacons 3:10
8  1-8  7. The Sick Muse 1:01
9  1-9  8. The Venal Muse 0:59
10  1-10  9. The Wretched Monk 0:57
11  1-11  10. The Enemy 0:57
12  1-12  11. Ill Fortune 0:43
13  1-13  12. A Former Life 1:00
14  1-14  13. Gypsies Travelling 0:54
15  1-15  14. Man and the Sea 1:02
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29  1-29  27. ‘The way her silky garments…’ 0:50
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41  1-41  38. A Phantom 3:42
42  1-42  39. ‘I give to you these verses…’ 0:56
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45  1-45  42. ‘What will you say tonight…’ 0:54
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54  2-3  50. Misty Sky 1:02
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Jonathan Keeble is an award-winning actor who combines his audio work with a 
busy theatre and TV career. Much in demand, his voice work ranges from the voice 
of God in the Sistine Chapel to the Angel of Death in the film Hellboy 2, with all 
stops in between. He has featured in over 700 radio plays for the BBC, appearing 
in everything from Shakespeare to Sherlock Holmes and Dr Who; he also played 
evil Owen in The Archers. He has recorded over 400 audiobooks, for which he has 
won multiple awards.
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97  2-46  93. To a Woman Passing By 1:04
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99  2-48  95. Dusk 2:25
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102  3-2  98. The Love of Illusion 1:50
103  3-3  99. ‘I have not forgotten…’ 0:44
104  3-4  100. ‘That kind heart you were jealous of…’ 1:25
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108  3-8  Wine – 104. The Soul of Wine 1:33
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119  3-19  113. The Fountain of Blood 0:57
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123  3-23  116. A Voyage to Cythera 4:09
124  3-24  117. Passion and the Skull – An Old Colophon 0:52
125  4-1  Revolt – 118. St Peter’s Denial 2:25
126  4-2  119. Abel and Cain 1:40
127  4-3  120. Litanies of Satan 3:06
128  4-4  Death – 121. The Death of Lovers 1:04
129  4-5  122. The Death of the Poor 1:03
130  4-6  123. The Death of Artists 1:08
131  4-7  124. Day’s End 0:52
132  4-8  125. Dream of a Curious Man 1:03
133  4-9  126. Voyaging 9:29
134  4-10  The Waifs – 1. The Setting of the Romantic Sun 1:04
135  4-11  Gallantries – VIII. The Fountain 1:49
136  4-12  IX. Bertha’s Eyes 0:55
137  4-13  X. Hymn 0:58
138  4-14  XI. A Face Makes Promises 1:15
139  4-15  XII. The Monster or The Praise of a Macabre… 3:30
140  4-16  Epigraphs – XIV. Poem on the Portrait of Honoré… 0:52
141  4-17  XV. Lola de Valence 0:23
142  4-18  XVI. On Tasso in Prison, by Eugene Delacroix 0:56
143  4-19  Diverse Pieces – XVII. The Voice 1:51
144  4-20  XVIII. The Unforeseen 2:59
145  4-21  XIX. The Ransom 0:52
146  4-22  XX. To a Girl of Malabar 1:46
147  4-23  Buffooneries – XXI. On the Debut of Amina… 1:09
148  4-24  XXII. To M. Eugene Fromentin Concerning… 2:12
149  4-25  XXIII. A Jolly Tavern On the Road from Brussels… 0:31
150  4-26  Additional Poems from the Third Edition 0:54
151  4-27  2. ‘To Théodore de Banville 1842’ 0:57
152  4-28  4. Prayer of a Pagan 0:45
153  4-29  5. The Pot Lid 0:55
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159  4-35  11. The Gulf 1:00
160  4-36  12. Lament of an Icarus 0:56
161  4-37  13. Meditation 1:05
162  4-38  14. The Insulted Moon 1:05
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