
1

Intended to be a defence of the Christian religion, Pensées is a penetrating 
collection of thoughts on faith, reason and theology. Unfinished at the 
time of Pascal’s death, the book consists of philosophical fragments on 
the ‘wretchedness’ of man and the controversial schisms of the church 
at the time. It includes the philosopher’s infamous wager encouraging 
belief over agnosticism, as well as his thoughts on numerous other 
topics, including the great essayist Montaigne and the Stoic teacher 
Epictetus. Endlessly quotable, Pensées overflows with pearls of wisdom, 
each elusive sentence pregnant with a universe of thought.
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6  1-6  73. But perhaps this subject goes beyond… 8:57
7  1-7  Would you not say that this magistrate… 9:31
8  2-1  85. Things which have most hold on us… 7:32
9  2-2  100. Self-love. The nature of self-love... 11:22
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Peter Wickham was born in New Zealand and studied for the theatre at 
the Rose Bruford College in England. He has worked as an actor in the West 
End, and in theatres all over the UK and abroad, from Venezuela to Laos. He 
has performed in television and film, and has written a successful series of 
introductions to Shakespeare for the BBC World Service. He was a member 
of the BBC Radio Drama Company, where reading short stories and serials 
started his audiobook career. For Naxos AudioBooks, he has read Darwin’s 
On the Origin of Species, Hobbes’s Leviathan and Swift’s A Tale of a Tub.
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