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Whilst taking full account of major figures such as Philip Augustus, Henri IV,
Louis XIV, Napoleon and de Gaulle, it sets their activities within the broader
context of changing economic and social structures and beliefs, and offers rich
insights into the lives of ordinary men and women. The recording also includes
a chapter on contemporary France — its society and political system as a result of
globalisation, rising unemployment, a failing educational system, growing social
and racial tensions, corruption, the rise of the extreme right, and a widespread
loss of confidence in political leaders.
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