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This audiobook provides a clear and informative guide to the twists and 
turns of German history from the early Middle Ages to the present day. 
The multi-faceted, problematic history of the German lands has furnished 
a wide range of debates and differences of interpretation. Mary Fulbrook 
provides a crisp synthesis of a vast array of historical material, and explores 
the interrelationships between social, political and cultural factors in the 
light of scholarly controversies. First published in 1990, A Concise History 
of Germany is the only single-volume history of Germany in English that 
offers a broad, general coverage. It has become standard reading for 
English-speaking students of German, European studies and history, and 
is a useful guide to general readers, members of the business community 
and travellers to Germany.
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2  Historically, formed as they are of regions… 9:35
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4  In the middle of the fourteenth century… 9:23

5  The Ottonian and early Salian kings… 7:56

6  The outcome of the so-called ‘Investiture Contest’… 7:30

7  Germany in the Later Middle Ages 12:03

8  From the late fourteenth and early fifteenth… 12:37

9  Chapter 3 14:21

10  What were the main points of Luther’s theology? 13:14

11  The Development of the German Reformation 11:39

12  The Peace of Augsburg left a number of problems… 11:44

13  In all territories, of whichever religious… 10:44

14  The outbreak of the Thirty Years War proper… 8:08

15  In 1631 the Catholic General Tilly savagely… 11:51

16  Geoffrey Parker suggests that the population… 9:16

17  Chapter 4 8:27
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19  The foundations for absolutist rule were laid by… 10:48

20  In 1740, Prussia invaded the Habsburg… 7:34

21  Everywhere, rulers had to contend with a range… 10:57

22  In 1731, around 20,000 Protestants from… 12:29

23  Perhaps the greatest German Enlightenment… 8:47

24  The Impact of the French Revolution 12:38
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26  Chapter 5 11:44
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30  Since the Austrian emperor was unwilling to… 7:06

31  The Unification of Germany 12:10

32  While nationalist support for the resistance… 9:07

33  Germany Under Bismarck 9:02

34  The depression which had started in the 1870s… 9:22

35  Germany’s output of manufactured goods went… 10:32

36  Along with the Pan-German League… 9:51

37  A similar diversity characterised leisure pursuits… 12:54

38  The spark that finally ignited war in 1914… 9:46

39  Chapter 6 12:07

40  Two very crucial compromises were reached… 11:08

Nick McArdle was brought up in both Scotland and England and 
has kept a foot in both camps. As well as appearing in theatre all 
over the country, he has performed in television productions as 
diverse as Colditz, To the Manor Born, Cloud Howe, Strathblair 
and Taggart. He has taken part in hundreds of radio plays, voiced 
countless commercials and cartoon series, and narrated numerous 
audiobooks and documentaries, including World War II, a thirteen 
part series for Discovery Channel. For Naxos AudioBooks, he has also 
read The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner.

NON-
FICTION

UNABRIDGED

MARY FULBROOK

A CONCISE 
HISTORY of
GERMANY Read by Nick McArdle



2

Total running time: 11:15:09             Catalogue no.: NA0378             ISBN: 978-1-78198-275-4

Recorded, produced, edited and mastered by Red Apple Creative, London

Executive Producer: Samuel Howard

Text © 1991 Cambridge University Press ℗ 2019 Naxos AudioBooks. Artwork © 2019 Naxos AudioBooks

Booklet and cover design: Hannah Whale, Fruition – Creative Concepts, using images courtesy of shutterstock

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. UNAUTHORISED PUBLIC PERFORMANCE, BROADCASTING AND COPYING OF THIS RECORDING PROHIBITED

41  Meanwhile, splits among the left-wing parties… 9:43
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48  After a week of mounting tension, the situation… 8:02
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