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focusing particularly on culture, society, politics and personalities. It introduces
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listeners to key themes that have shaped Spain’s history and culture, including ,“”c“m FAR BHBLIRS

its varied landscapes and climates; the impact of waves of diverse human CDNCISE
migrations; the importance of its location as a bridge between the Atlantic and CR——

the Mediterranean and Europe and Africa; and religion, particularly militant = HISTORY of
Catholic Christianity and its centuries of conflict with Islam and Protestantism, SPAI N
as well as debates over the place of the Church in modern Spain. )

Luis Soto is a British-born bilingual speaker in both English and Spanish.
He has wide experience in both screen acting and voiceover work, and can
be heard on video games voicing both English and Spanish versions (most
recently Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag). His screen credits include Bridget
Jones: The Edge of Reason and An Education. He has worked extensively Total running time: 12:13:20
for the BBC in their language (English and Spanish) and Radio (Bookclub
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and drama) departments.
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Contrasting with this scandalous romantic history...

In the short term, the republicans could not...

The second Bourbon restoration settled in quickly...

The Cuban rebellion that began in 1895...
Within the system, elected politicians from...

The rebellion in Morocco quietened down...

For the next two years, politicians in the Cortes...
Chapter 7

Christian Democrats had helped to put Lerroux...
The democratic governments in Europe and...
Next, Franco solidified his support among...
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62 | For three decades after the end of the Spanish...

63 | As for Franco, though neutrality seemed the only...
The World Bank report goaded the regime into...

To a certain extent, they succeeded, but, ironically...
Chapter 8

As proof of that confidence, when voters went. ..

In 1992 as well, Spain hosted two major...

When Spanish voters went to the polls in 1996...

70 | Perhaps the most stunning proof of that readiness...
71| In the first decade of the new millennium...
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