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1  The Children of the New Forest 8:06
2  The pony was soon loaded… 8:40
3  When dinner was over… 7:27
4  Edward started up on his legs… 7:19
5  Time passed rapidly. 7:52
6  Edward found the keeper’s house. 7:34
7  Edward remained silent… 7:26
8  They proceeded, and Edward pointed out… 6:58
9  Mr Heatherstone came out… 5:37
10 Thus passed a week… 7:27
11 On the following morning… 5:34
12 Edward preferred walking… 7:06
13 More than a dozen trees had fallen… 7:20
14 As he was proceeding… 8:15
15 Edward then returned to the other room… 7:41
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16 Edward and Pablo were busy unpacking… 7:13
17 Edward went out… 7:24
18 The boxes were brought out… 8:35
19 The intendant bade him a cordial farewell… 8:04
20 On Monday morning… 7:01
21 The summer had advanced… 7:32
22 Before daylight they went with the dogs… 8:21
23 Edward then returned to the hotel… 7:49
24 Chaloner started with astonishment. 8:24
25 Several more days passed… 7:24
26 The next day, Edward resumed… 7:39
27 One evening Edward and Patience had walked… 8:17
28 Although Alice and Edith… 6:25
29 The intendant left her to recover… 6:08
30 The joy of this meeting… 6:24

  Total time: 3:43:21



The Children of the New Forest is an 
adventure story: a tale of noble character 
winning against villainous intent; of 
misunderstandings, fights, disguises and 
good deeds shining in a naughty world; 
of love lost and found. It is a historical 
novel set in the England of the Civil War, 
and follows the adventures of the loyal 
Royalist Beverley children, who have to 
flee from their home and live disguised 
as peasant foresters when the victorious 
Parliamentarians are searching for possible 
traitors. It was written by a man who had 
a fair understanding of adventures and 
adventuring (although most of them had 
been at sea); a man who had fought the 
nation’s enemies all over the world; saved 
his ship by cutting away a sail during a 
storm; and who risked his own life to 
rescue others so often that he was given 
the nickname ‘Lifeboat’.
 Frederick Marryat was born in 1792, 
and was something of a handful for much 
of his childhood. Restless and mischievous, 
he disliked his schooling, even though 

it was largely private – his parents were 
very wealthy and his father was an MP. 
He found the indoor life of discipline 
very uncomfortable, and ran away from 
home several times until he was old 
enough to do it properly; then, with his 
parents’ blessing (and probable relief), he 
joined the Navy in 1806. If he disliked the 
discipline required of a scholar, he clearly 
found that of the Navy much more to 
his liking, in part because of the physical 
rigour of the outdoor life, the relative 
freedom, the thrill of danger and the 
opportunities for advancement through 
licensed brigandage; but also because of 
characters like Admiral Lord Cochrane – 
authoritarian, radical and ill-organised, but 
charismatic and heroic, earning the title 
‘the Sea-Wolf’ from the French. This was 
no small feat – the French and British were 
engaged in a series of wars at the time that 
would define European power for the next 
century. Cochrane’s personality would be 
an inspiration for Marryat, and not just in 
his naval career; when he started writing, 
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Cochrane would feature heavily there, too, 
as he would in the fiction of later writers 
influenced by Marryat’s naval tales. 
 For some twenty-four years Marryat 
served in the seas around France, in the 
Mediterranean, the West Indies, Burma, 
America, the English Channel and India. 
He was regularly cited for his bravery and 
the effectiveness of his actions, not least 
in saving others. On at least five occasions 
he dived into the sea to try to save a 
crewmate who had fallen overboard – 
hence the nickname. In fact, he went so far 
as to design a lifeboat himself (or at least 
improved existing ones), for which he was 
awarded a medal by the Royal Humane 
Society. He refined a flag-signalling system 
and produced a code-book, for both of 
which he was also given prestigious awards. 
He also, however, wrote a treatise against 
the system of press-ganging people into 
the Navy that rather upset his King some 
years later. After Marryat had become 
famous as an author, William IV was 
approached by a minister who suggested 
that the writer should be given some 
honour for all his good works – both as a 
writer and in terms of what he had done 
for safety at sea. His Majesty was initially in 

favour, but then remembered the treatise 
(which had been written years before) and 
insisted that the author of such a work 
should have no more honours at all. 
 Marryat’s life at sea had surely matched 
his hope for a more active and thrilling 
existence than that on land. But a promising 
career was affected by ill-health, as he had 
suffered from malaria and the disastrous 
Walcheren fever – thought to be a mixture 
of malaria, typhus, typhoid and dysentery 
that wiped out thousands of British soldiers 
in 1809. He was also married, to Catherine 
Shairp, who would eventually bear him 
eleven children; and had perhaps found 
his most recent duties less exciting than 
his earlier ones (he was searching the 
seas around Madeira for an apparently 
imaginary island). More significantly, he 
had started writing. As a result of all these, 
in 1830, he resigned his commission, and 
took up the life of a literary gentleman. 
As is often the case, his first works were 
essentially autobiographical, but given the 
life he had had, this was no bad thing. And 
to a country that was thrilled by the recent 
naval success of heroes like Admiral Nelson, 
they proved extremely popular. The King’s 
Own, Peter Simple and Mr Midshipman 

5



Easy in particular quickly established him 
in the public’s affection, and his work 
has influenced other writers, in particular 
Joseph Conrad, Patrick O’Brian and C. S. 
Forester.  For three years he edited The 
Metropolitan Magazine; then spent over 
a year in Brussels, and was as popular 
there as he had been in England. For two 
years he travelled in America – with whose 
institutions, and dental hygiene, he was 
not impressed – and Canada, where, when 
a revolution broke out, he served with the 
British forces in quelling it. He returned to 
London in 1839 and became a friend of 
many of the literary figures of the time, 
including Charles Dickens. 
 He approached his writing with the 
same gusto that he did every aspect 
of his life, telling the tale directly and 
straightforwardly – partly because, as he 
himself admitted, he frequently did not 
know what was going to happen next. 
But he also had an instinctive ear for 
the dramatic and exciting, for thrill and 
suspense. It was late in his career that he 
moved to children’s fiction, and his success 
in this was almost as great as that of his 
earlier work; especially The Children of the 
New Forest, the last of his works published 

during his lifetime. Although he had settled 
down on a farm in Norfolk, his had been a 
life of some extravagance, and he was not 
someone who was comfortable in repose. 
The bursting of blood vessels in his lungs, 
caused by his concern at the Admiralty’s 
unsurprising decision not to allow him to 
return to the Navy, seriously affected his 
health. But the final blow was the death 
of one of his sons while on board a naval 
steamship. Marryat never recovered from 
the shock; perhaps especially because this 
son had – like his father – distinguished 
himself by jumping from a ship to save the 
life of a crewmate. Marryat died in 1848. 
 Although his books cannot help but be 
of their time, with concerns about property 
and social standing being significant aspects 
of the plot, Marryat created stories where 
people achieve what he saw as their rights 
through their own exertions, their courage 
and their determination to do what seems 
right – even, as he amply demonstrated, at 
the risk of one’s own life.

Notes by Roy McMillan
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Cover picture: Brother and sister go into the woods to collect firewood, c. 1890
Courtesy of the Mary Evans Picture Library

Glen McCready trained at The Webber Douglas Academy. Stage 
credits include: Oberon in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Son in A 
Voyage Round My Father and Walter Langer in Five Finger Exercise. 
Television appearances include Arthur Symons in Casanova’s Lost 
Letters. He has narrated numerous audiobooks including The Lost 
World by Arthur Conan Doyle, The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins 
and The Visible World by Mark Slouka for Naxos AudioBooks, as well  
as The Finishing School by Muriel Spark and many others.
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Their world in tatters and their house destroyed, the Beverley children have 
to take refuge with a forester to survive in this historical adventure set during 
England’s Civil War.
 They learn the ways of the forest, such as how to track and hunt deer, 
and how to find their way through the mazy woodlands. But they also learn 
to keep one step ahead of the people determined to catch them; and they 
discover who they can really trust.
 Filled with action, ambushes, disguises and surprise, this classic of children’s 
fiction is also a story of loyalty and integrity that has remained popular for over 
150 years.

Glen McCready trained at The Webber Douglas Academy. 
Stage credits include: Oberon in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Son in A Voyage Round My Father and Walter Langer in 
Five Finger Exercise. Television appearances include Arthur 
Symons in Casanova’s Lost Letters. He has narrated numerous 
audiobooks including The Lost World by Arthur Conan Doyle, 

The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins and The Visible World by Mark Slouka 
for Naxos AudioBooks, as well as The Finishing School by Muriel Spark and 
many others.


