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Ellen Wood’s sensation novel of 1861 found immediate popularity on its first publication. Its themes of infidelity and double identity attracted a wide range of readers, from the Prince of Wales to Joseph Conrad. Lady Isabel Carlyle leaves her husband and children for the aristocratic Francis Levison who, as it turns out, has no intention of marrying her. Having been disfigured in a train accident, the unrecognisable Isabel then takes up the position of governess to her own children in the Carlyle household, with tragic consequences.


SALES AND MARKETING POINTS

• A sensation novel that was hugely popular in its day and has seen many stage and screen adaptations.

• A portrayal of the sensibilities and anxieties of Victorian middle-class life.

• Sympathetically read by Rachel Atkins.

• Recordings of novels by Wilkie Collins (The Woman in White, The Moonstone, No Name and Armadale) and Mary Elizabeth Braddon (Lady Audley’s Secret) are also available.
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