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Justine is the first volume in The Alexandria Quartet, four 
interlinked novels set in the sensuous, hot environment of 
Alexandria just before the Second World War. Within this 
polyglot setting of richly idiosyncratic characters is Justine, 
wild and intense, wife to the wealthy businessman Nessim, a 
Mari complaisant. Her emotional and sexual wildness fuels a 
highly charged atmosphere which, caught famously by Durrell’s 
poetic language, made Justine (1957), and the three novels that 
complete the Quartet – Balthazar (1958), Mountolive (1958), 
and Clea (1960) – both a critical and a popular success.
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1 The Alexandria Quartet: Justine 1:11

2 Part 1 1:29:33

3 We were both hopelessly improvident in money matters... 1:25:19

4 Part 2 1:07:39

5 Today, unexpectedly, comes a squinting spring shower... 58:46

6 Part 3 1:29:15

7 They lay there like the victims of some terrible accident... 1:19:59

8 Part 4 47:44

9 Workpoints 12:21

Nicholas Boulton graduated from The Guildhall School of Music and Drama, winning the BBC 
Carleton Hobbs Award for Radio. He has since featured in countless BBC radio dramas, narrated a 
plethora of award-winning audiobooks, and died a thousand deaths in various video games. Film, 
TV and theatre appearances include Shakespeare in Love, Game of Thrones and Wolf Hall (RSC).
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