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From travelling to the moon to fighting a 40-foot-long crocodile and 
riding a cannonball through the air, Baron von Munchausen’s incredible 
account of his own adventures has entertained readers since its initial 
appearance in 1785. The obvious comedy of the book, which lies in 
Munchausen’s boasts about his own adventures, is heightened by the 
calm and objective way in which he frames his narrative. The Baron 
appears to fully believe the death-defying episodes with which he regales 
his listeners.
 The stories of Baron von Munchausen have loomed large in popular 
culture and have been the subject of several films, most notably that 
directed by Terry Gilliam in 1988, while many notable artists have found 
inspiration in the adventures.
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Peter Wickham was born in New Zealand and studied for the theatre at the Rose Bruford College in England. 
He has worked as an actor in the West End, and in theatres all over the UK and abroad, from Venezuela to Laos. 
He has performed in television and film, and has written a successful series of introductions to Shakespeare 
for the BBC World Service. He was a member of the BBC Radio Drama Company, where reading short stories 
and serials started his audiobook career. For Naxos AudioBooks, he has read Boethius’ The Consolation of 
Philosophy, Casanova’s The Story of My Life, Darwin’s On the Origin of Species and The Descent of Man, 
Pascal’s Pensées and de Tocqueville’s Democracy in America.
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