
Rose Macaulay was a fascinating and infl uential British writer, known for 
her wit and intellect. She wrote numerous novels, essays and biographies, 
and she was highly regarded for her versatility as a writer. Her works often 
explored themes of social change, women’s rights and the complexities 
of human relationships. She had a unique ability to capture the essence 
of her characters and the world they inhabited, making her a much-
admired fi gure in the literary world.
 The satirical novel What Not was published in 1918. Foreshadowing 
Orwell’s 1984, it is set in a futuristic England where a government 
agency, known as the Ministry of Brains, is responsible for regulating 
and controlling relationships and marriages based on intelligence and 
eugenics. The story follows the main character, Kitty Grammont, as she 
navigates and rebels against the strict rules and regulations imposed by 
the Ministry. What Not is notable for its biting social commentary on 
government control, bureaucracy and the dangers of sacrifi cing personal 
liberty for societal ideals.
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